Selling Your Old Home, Buying Your New One

With the housing market as competitive as it is today, a real estate professional should be contacted to handle the complicated process of selling. It is possible to sell your home yourself with the aid of books written on the subject, however, these books generally recommend that the home seller hire both attorney and an appraiser to assist in the process. The advantages of dealing with a real estate professional are numerous. They can expose and advertise your property to more potential buyers. They can advise you of seller obligations, pricing and any searches and inspections you may need prior selling.

Other services provided by a good real estate firm are qualifying prospects and handling all the legal paperwork which can be confusing and complex to someone who is not used to handling this. If you are selling your home with the future prospect of buying a new one and moving into a new community, let a real estate professional handle the worries for you.

If there is a transfer involved, then you will want to sell your house quickly. Some real estate firms offer financial programs that allow you to buy a new house before you have sold your old one.

You will want to choose a professional real estate company that will offer broad exposure through some type of multiple listing service. Ask about their company’s national marketing system to advertise your home to potential buyers in other major metropolitan areas across the country.

Determining The Right Price

Price determines a fair return on your investment and above all determines how quickly you will sell your property. An appraiser will need to be contacted to look over the property and decide what the fair market value will be. Appraisers do charge a fee, but it will be worthwhile. Real estate brokers will give you a market analysis free of charge based on current house sales in your particular area, but house prices are basically determined by the current market.

Getting Ready To Sell

You will, above all, want to make a good first impression, so small cosmetic repairs will be very worthwhile. Make sure the exterior paint is perfect. Touch up the trim if necessary. Make sure walks and steps are in good shapes. Fill in any concrete cracks. Trim and spruce up the shrubs and bushes around the house. If it’s during the winter, make sure the driveway and walkway are shoveled. The inside of the house will be the main selling feature. Keep the rooms neat and clean and uncluttered. Make sure any cracks in the walls or ceiling are repaired and re-painted. Woodwork and trim should be cleaned and/or touched up with paint or stain. Shampoo carpeting if necessary. Bathrooms make lasting impressions. Make sure tile grouts are sparkling clean. If you have a basement, make sure it is dry.

Don’t Take It With You If You Don’t Have To

Remember, movers charge by the actual weight of your belongings, so if you can get rid of some things, then do so. It’s time to have a garage sale! You’d be surprised how many people will buy what you consider unwanted junk. Anything can be sold clothes, furniture appliances, toys, garden tools, baby items. What you don’t wish to sell, consider giving away. The Salvation Army and Goodwill, along with many other charitable organizations, are normally delighted to take things off your hands. Sometimes, they will even pick up large items. This could be a tax deduction. Keep a list of all donated items and assign a value to each one. Avoid having your garage sale on a holiday. Advertise in the local paper, or the online classified site, www.craigslist.org (selecting the city you live in). Your real estate company and/or moving company may offer signs to put up in your neighborhood on the days of your sale. Make sure you inquire about this service.

